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THE VOICE of 

First United Methodist Church 

PERIODICALS 

Sunday Worship Schedule 
September 5, 2010 

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Communion Sunday 
 

8:30 a.m. and 10:50 a.m. 

Traditional Worship  

in the Sanctuary 
 

Rev. Jack Matkin will preach: 
 

"Thought, Word, and Deed" 

Exodus 20:1-17 
 

8:50 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

in the Faith Center 
 

Dr. Kenn Munn will preach:  

"Sweeping From the 

Cutting Room Floor"  

John 15:1-8 

A delayed broadcast of morning          

worship can be seen on Sundays at 

10:00 a.m. on KLTV, Channel 7. 

In Memoriam  
 

May the Lord Bless and Keep 

Those Who Mourn 

Frances Elizabeth Carby 
 

May 9, 1921  August 26, 2010 

THE VOICE of First United 
Methodist Church  

 
 

 The deadline for articles in the 
Church newsletter is 5:00 p.m. on or 
before the Friday preceding the 
next week's newsletter . 
 You may  bring your article by 
the Church office or e-mail it to 
pcastleberry@longviewfumc.org. 

Kennspirationé 
 

God Needs our Weakness More Than 
Our Strength  
 

 The summer of 1978, when I was 12 years old, my best 

friend Shannon got a new bicycle and I wanted one just like it.  It 

was a maroon Royce-Union, 24ò motor cross style bike with a mono-

shock absorber spring just beneath the seat.  There was one just like it in the front 

window of the Western Auto in our little town, and most every day I volunteered to go to 

the post office for my mom just so I could linger in front of that window.  The price was 

$99.99. 

 Dad made a deal with me.  If I could earn half, he would give me the other half.  

Then we went next door to our neighbor, Mr. Tucker.  He owned a little diner called 

ñThe Rebel Innò and we arranged for me to sweep and mop the diner at closing time 

every night, for $2 a night.  I remember that the enjoyment wore off in the first week, 

and the only thing that kept me going was the two crisp dollars I could add to my 

underwear drawer each night.  I remember mopping in my scout uniform and being made 

fun of by some older kids.  I remember my shoes smelling like ñJanitor in a Drumò floor 

cleaner.  But mostly, I remember the day I showed my dad the stack of fifty one-dollar 

bills. 

 Instead of being excited and proud of me like I expected, he was very quiet, and 

he asked me to come into his bedroom.  We sat down on the bed, and with tears in his 

eyes, he said, ñSon, I donôt know how to tell you this. I know I made you a promise, but I 

canôt help you. I donôt have fifty dollars to give you. With the bills, and your mommaôs 

car. . .ò  I donôt think I had ever seen my dad cry. 

 I now know how difficult that must have been, and the doubts he would have 

had about what he was teaching me about integrity, and honor, and promises made and 

kept.  I hope that if I am ever in that situation I can find such grace and strength of 

character.  Whatever he said to me after that, it must have been the right thing.  I 

remember saying to him, ñThatôs alright.  I have a job now.ò  And I continued to work 

the rest of the summer. 

 Before the end of that summer, I carried $110 dollars into the Western Auto and 

bought my bike.  I cared for that bike and kept it clean and it lasted me until tenth grade 

when I got a ten-speed.  And I remember just two more things about that summer.  

Shannonôs bike didnôt last the year. He left it out that winter and the mono-shock 

absorber rusted in place.  I never understood how he could let something so precious lay 

in the muddy yard in the rain all winter long.  And I remember my dad was proud of me. 

 Now as a father, I sometimes reflect upon that experience. I have a deep desire 

to be strong in front of my kids. I have to remember, though, that my children can learn 

from my weaknesses as well as my strengths.  Maybe even the most important lessons 

are learned that way.  That is why I think God spoke to the Apostle Paul, saying, ñMy 

grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.ò (2 Cor. 12:9). 

 "Dear Father, redeem my weakness, for Your Glory!  Especially in the eyes of 

my kids." 
 

Grace and Peace, Due to the Labor Day holiday, the 

Church newsletter will not be published 

the week of September 5. 
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Attendance  

The Altar Flowers for  
Sunday, September 5  

 

are in memory of Sam Shorter,  
by Sue, Mike, Mark and Patrick Shorter; 

 

and in memory of Charles Trent  
by Sam and Debra Shorter; 

 

and in memory of our parents,  
Reverend and Agnes Warren; brothers, 

Malcolm, Elmer, Arthur and Harley; and  
sister, Ileene Kehn  

by Elsie Warren and Nez Smith 
 

and in memory of  
my husband, Chuck Smith  

by Nez Smith  

 

Sunday, August 29  
Worship  683  
Sunday School  447   

Remember in Prayer  
Hospital:  Anne Turk, Clark Wilson,  
 Suzanne Northcutt, Vera Belle Warren 
 

Sympathy  
To family and friends at  the death of their loved 
one, Frances E. Carby on August 26. 
 

To Meredith and Josh Searcy and family at 
the death of their loved one, Boyd Powers on    
August 31. 

His Resources...Our Stewardship  
 

Income for Month of July  $    128,710 
Expense for Month of July  $    146,610 

 

Income Year-to-Date $    927,899 
Expense Year ïto-Date $ 1,042,352 

September Pioneers Fellowship and Luncheon  
 

 A native Texan, long time resident of Longview, and member of First Methodist,                   
Dr. George W. Legg D.D.S enjoys entertaining with Cajun humor.  This comes naturally since his 
ancestors are firmly linked to Louisiana Cajun country.  Both of Dr. Legg's parents hail from 
Louisiana.  He says "I am a dentist by profession, Texan by birth, Cajun by heritage, and humorist by 
choice." 
 We hope you can join us in the Fellowship Hall on Thursday, September 9 at 11:00 a.m. for 
fun, fellowship, and lunch.  

Welcome Tracy Witt  
 

 

 Some of you already know me.  For 
those of you who do not, my name is        

Tracy Witt.  My husband, David, daughters 
Taylor and Allyson, and I moved to 
Longview 10 years ago and became 
members of FUMC. 
 It is my pleasure to serve you as the 
new Kitchen Coordinator.  Ever since I 
received my very first cookbook on my 14th 
birthday, I fell in love with cooking.  It brings me great 
pleasure to see how food can bring family and friends 
together.  I now have the opportunity to share that passion 
with the members of FUMC, as well as our visitors. 

Fellowship and Dinner  
 For our first fall Wednesday Night Fellowship and 

Dinner on September 15, Tracy will serve:  
Roasted Chicken, Pot Roast, Slow Roasted Potatoes and 
Carrots, Italian Green Beans, Summer Squash, Tossed 
Salad, Homemade Dinner Rolls, and Assorted Desserts. 

We hope you can join us! 
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The Senior Adults are Going To  
The Pittsburg Chick -Fest and Museum  

 

 You are invited to enjoy a day in small-town 
America and visit an award-winning Museum complex on 
two sites within walking distance -- and all for one 
admission ticket!  The complex is easy to reach, with 
anitque shops and great restaurants.  The world-famous 
1902 Ezekel airship full-sized replica, life on the farm with 
a 110-year old farmhouse, barn...complete with iron wash 
tubs, are some of the sites we will see. 
 We will leave from the north parking lot on 
Saturday morning, September 18 at 8:30 a.m. and return 
no later than 3:30 p.m.  
  Please bring a couple of dollars for gasoline, and 
your lunch and spending money. 



THE VOICE PAGE 3 

Third Grade Bibles  
 

 Sunday, September 12th will be a special day in the life of our church as third graders receive the gift of Godôs 

Word, the Holy Bible.  This year Tyler Bachtell, Caroline Beckworth, Hayner Boorman, Katherine Burlingame,                 

Chloe Cook, Caroline Deason, Luke Guarisco, Matthew Hanson, Caroline Henderson, Tanner Long, Libby Mitchell,           

Emmaline Nichols, Ansley Nichols, William Northcutt, Landri Ross, Emma Russell, Destiny Smith, Jordan Stebbins, 

Kevin Sullins, Jackson Tidmore , Ethan Tidwell and Abigail Walker will be receiving Bibles as gifts from FUMC.  

 Please make plans to be part of the 10:50 service on that day as parents, Sunday School teachers, and the church 

family share our joy in Godôs Word with these boys and girls. 

   CHrave Student Ministry  
 

If we havenôt seen you lately at youth ministry activities, here is what you have been missing! 

Hope to see you soon!   

*20  students serving together and playing with the kids at Asbury House.  
*50  students on mission trips this summer to Memphis & Gladewater. 
*35  youth got together on Fri, Aug. 13, yes, Friday the 13th, for a back -2-school lock-in 

night oô fun filled with games you love...like sardines and warball! 
*45  youth in Sunday School on Aug. 22nd to learn about Back-2-School Basics! 
*23  Sunday School teachers for the youth ministry introduced for the new school year on 

Aug. 22nd! 
* 4 students competing for prizes in ñMinute -To-Win -It ò  This will be an ongoing game 
in Sunday School & different students will compete each week, so make sure and be there to 
compete when your name is drawn from the hat!  

Coming up!  
ENGAGE starts Sept. 1ðevery Wed, 6-8pmðfood, fellowship, worship, and ñWhat Would You 
Do?ò Bible study 
GO DEEPER Bible studyðSundays at the church starting Sept. 5, Time TBD.  ñConfident Chris-
tian...Answering Tough Questions.ò  Sign-up now! 
SEPT MYFðSunday, Sept. 19th, 1-4:30pmðòSOUL MATEðAn afternoon of looking at finding 
and choosing a future spouse by looking at our own personality and compatibility with other 
personalities.  Led by guest speaker Patrick Johnson of the VOW Marriage Program.  FRIENDS 
ARE WELCOME! 


